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PRESIDENT LUBBERS' REMARKS FOR FOUNDATION LUNCHEON - 6/19/85 

ONE OF THE MOST REASSURING HUMAN FEELINGS IS THAT OF 
GRATITUDE, TODAY I FEEL FULLY REASSURED, BEING SURROUNDED BY SO 
MANY PEOPLE WHO WANT GRAND VALLEY STATE COLLEGE TO BE AN 
EXCELLENT EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION AS IT SERVES STUDENTS AND HELPS 
TO KEEP THE ECONOMY OF MICHIGAN AND PARTICULARLY WEST MICHIGAN 
VIBRANT AND EXPANDING, THERE ARE SEVERAL FACULTY AND STAFF 
MEMBERS HERE TODAY, AND SPEAKING FOR THEM TO THE REST OF YOU, I 
EXPRESS OUR GRATITUDE FOR YOUR SUPPORT, FOR BECOMING A PART OF 
THE VENTURE TO WHICH WE DEVOTE OUR PROFESSIONAL LIVES, So MANY 
OF YOU HAVE DONE SO MUCH AND ALL OF YOU HAVE GIVEN YOUR GOOD 
WILL, WHEN I CONSIDER THE AMOUNT OF TIME, ENERGY AND COMMON SENSE 
INJECTED INTO THE WORKINGS OF THE FOUNDATION BY OUR PRESIDENT, 
PAUL JOHNSON, ALONE I AM AWED BY THE COMMITMENT AND THE VALUE OF 
VOLUNTEERISM IN THE LIFE OF OUR COLLEGE, 
AT THE FIRST MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE GRAND 
VALLEY COLLEGE FOUNDATION, IT WAS ESTABLISHED THAT THE TRUSTEES 
WOULD RECEIVE REPORTS AND REVIEW ALL FUND-RAISING PROJECTS AT 
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GRAND VALLEY, THERE WERE, HOWEVER, TWO MAJOR OBJECTIVES ACCEPTED 
BY THE BOARD, THE FIRST WAS TO INCREASE THE ENDOWMENT FUND OF THE 
INSTITUTION, AND THE SECOND WAS TO PROVIDE SUPPORT AND TAKE 
NECESSARY ACTION TO SECURE AN EDUCATION AND RESEARCH CENTER FOR 
GRAND VALLEY IN DOWNTOWN GRAND RAPIDS, l AM PLEASED TO REPORT 
THAT WE ARE MAKING PROGRESS TOWARD THE REALIZATION OF OUR DREAM -
A CENTER ON THE GRAND, THE STATE OF MICHIGAN HAS FUNDED THE FIRST 
STAGE OF PLANNING AND THE MODEL IN THE FOYER WILL GIVE YOU AN 
IDEA OF HOW THE NINE STORY STRUCTURE WILL LOOK WHEN COMPLETED, 
SOON WE HOPE TO GAIN APPROVAL FOR THE FINAL PLANNING STAGE AND AN 
APPROPRIATION TO BEGIN CONSTRUCTION, THE BEST OF ALL POSSIBLE 
WORLDS WOULD SEE THE SHOVELS BEGIN THEIR WORK ON THE SITE AT 
FULTON AND FRONT STREETS NEXT SPRING, OUR HOPE IS THAT OUR PART 
OF THE WEST BANK OF THE GRAND RIVER WILL BUZZ WITH COLLEGE 
ACTIVITY IN 1988, 
THE CENTER WILL OPEN NEW VISTAS OF OPPORTUNITY FOR THE 
PEOPLE OF THIS AREA, THERE IS NO INDEPENDENT CENTER FOR RESEARCH 
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IN WEST MICHIGAN TO ASSIST IN THE ECONOMIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL 
DEVELOPMENT, lN A DYNAMIC AREA SUCH AS OURS, THAT IS ONE OF THE 
MISSING ELEMENTS, l WONDER WHETHER THE HISTORY OF THE EARLY 20TH 
CENTURY FURNITURE INDUSTRY IN GRAND RAPIDS MIGHT HAVE BEEN 
DIFFERENT IF AN INDEPENDENT, HELPFUL RESEARCH CAPACITY ANALYZING 
THE ECONOMICS, THE TECHNOLOGY, AND THE POLITICS NECESSARY FOR 
SURVIVAL HAD DEVELOPED AT THAT TIME, Now WE FIND OURSELVES IN THE 
WORLD CENTER OF THE MANUFACTURE OF OFFICE SYSTEMS, THE OFFICE OF 
THE FUTURE IS BEING DESIGNED AND BUILJ IN WEST MICHIGAN, THIS 
TIME WE WILL MAKE SURE THAT AN INDEPENDENT RESEARCH CAPACITY IN 
OFFICE PRODUCTIVITY AND ALL THE OTHER ELEMENTS NECESSARY TO 
SUPPORT THE LOCAL INDUSTRY WILL BE ESTABLISHED IN OUR NEW CENTER, 
OUR PUBLIC TELEVISION STATION, WITH A NEW CAPACITY FOR LOCAL 
PROGRAMMING, WILL BE IN THE NEW BUILDING, 
OUR OFFICE FOR ECONOMIC EXPANSION THAT SUPPORTS LOCAL 
BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY THROUGH TRAINING AND CONSULTATION WILL BE 
THERE, OUR TECHNOLOGY PROGRAMS, PARTICULARLY ENGINEERING SCIENCE, 
. 
' 
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WILL BE THERE, THE SEIDMAN SCHOOL OF BUSINESS WILL OFFER 
PROGRAMS, AS WILL THE KIRKHOF SCHOOL OF NURSING, COMPUTER SCIENCE 
WILL PERMEATE THE BUILDING, OFFERING INSTRUCTION AND ASSISTANCE 
TO BUSINESSES AND SOCIAL ORGANIZATIONS THAT REQUEST IT, l SEE THE 
BUILDING AS AN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL PILOT LIGHT, WHAT HAPPENS 
THERE WILL IGNITE BURNERS OF CREATIVE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL 
ACTIVITY, PROVIDING PEOPLE AND EXPERTISE WHERE THEY ARE NEEDED, 
As WE MOVE TOWARD THE COMPLETION OF THIS PROJECT WE WILL 
HAVE TO TURN TO THE COMMUNITY FOR HELP, WE BELIEVE A GOOD DEAL IS 
BREWING, lT IS CALLED BY DICK GILLETT THE MULTIPLIER EFFECT, AND 
BY DOUG GANTOS AND CASEY WONDERGEM A THREE FER, FOR EVERY ONE 
DOLLAR DONATED, WE CAN RECEIVE THREE FROM ANOTHER SOURCE, WE NEED 
TO RAISE 6 MILLION DOLLARS FOR OUR DOWNTOWN CENTER, TO BUY 
EQUIPMENT, TO BUILD RESEARCH CAPACITY, TO PURCHASE MORE LAND, AND 
TO DEVELOP PROGRAMS, PREVIOUSLY WE RAISED 1,9 MILLION FOR THE 
PROJECT, WE BELIEVE THE STATE'S RESPONSE WILL BE AN APPROPRIATION 
IN EXCESS OF 18 MILLION DOLLARS TO CONSTRUCT THE CENTER, 
-5-
WE ARE POISED FOR THE NEXT SIGNIFICANT LEAP FORWARD IN GRAND 
RAPIDS AND WEST MICHIGAN, lF THE CORE OF OUR LARGEST CITY IS 
HEALTHY, THE WHOLE AREA WILL BENEFIT, THE GRAND VALLEY CENTER IS 
EARLY IN THIS NEXT PHASE OF A GREAT LEAP FORWARD, WITH ITS 
SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION, MORE WILL FOLLOW, 
